Complete if Known 



Application Number 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 



Examiner Name 



\ i heet h 



HE 



Jeremy P. Chaney 



Pham, Khanh B. 



NON PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 


Cite 
No. 1 


Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of 
the item (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc.), date, page(s), volume-issue 
number(s), publisher, city and/or country where published. 
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If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 (1-800-786-9199) and select option 2. 



Privacy Act Statement 



The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection 
with your submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, 
pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1 ) the general authority for the 
collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; 
and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark 
Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do 
not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to 
process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or 
abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent. 

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses: 

1 . The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the 
Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from 
this system of records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether 
disclosure of these records is required by the Freedom of Information Act. 

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of 
presenting evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to 
opposing counsel in the course of settlement negotiations. 

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of 
Congress submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the 
individual has requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the 

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the 
Agency having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of 
information shall be required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as 
amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m). 

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in 
this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the 
World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal 
agency for purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to 
the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)). 

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, 
General Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as 
part of that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records management 
practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall 
be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this 
purpose, and any other relevant {i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not 
be used to make determinations about individuals. 

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after 
either publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent 
pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 
CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which 
became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is 
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspection or an 
issued patent. 

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, 
or local law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential 
violation of law or regulation. 
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This software has been deposed and is protected by copyright laws and international copyright 
treaties, as well as other intellectual property laws and treaties. 

MP3 Explorer is a shareware : 

You are hereby licensed to make as many copies of this software as you wish ; give exact 
copies of the original shareware version to anyone; and distribute the software in its 
unmodified form via electronic means. There is no charge for any of the above. 

This software may be used for personal use only for free for up to 14 days. Thereafter, in order 
to continue personal use, you must pay at least US$10 per user and register the software. 

You are specifically prohibited from charging, or requesting donations, for any such copies, 
however made; and from distributing the software with other products (commercial or 
otherwise) without prior written permission. 

To the maximum extent permitted by law, the author disclaim all warranties regarding this 
software, express or implied, including but not limited to warranties of merchantability and 
fitness for a particular purpose. In no event will the author be liable for consequential, special, 
incidental or indirect damages arising out of the use or inability to use this software 
even if I'm aware of the possibility of such damages or a known defect. 



By using this software, you are agreeing to the above terms. 

[top] 



2. Registration 

Please, use online registration services or send to the following address : 
Pierre LEVY 

57, rue Claude DECAEN 
75012 PARIS 
FRANCE 

a fulfilled printout of this registration form with the payment of your license 

in only travaller check or cash. 

Your email address should be absolutely correct. 
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For further or more recent information, or for online registration see : 
http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/pierrejevy/register.htm 



[top] 



3. Change log 

2.4 - New export system. You can use a default export format or define our own export 
format using Export Definition Files. Two EDF samples are delivered now with the 
software. New options let you define a default export filename or choose it with a 
standard dialog box 

- Ability to delete physically files 

- New context menu on the treeview, that lets you play, enqueue or export all files 
of right pane 

2.3 - Renaming features that let you define formats based on ID3 tags, manage case 
control or spaces replacement, rename all your files in one click. Predefined 
formats are to be used for renaming multiple files selection, and should defined in 
the Options window. 

Some options are to easily rename files coming from UNIX or that should go to it. 

- Toolbar modified (Only one button now to change list items view, that should be 
enough !) 

- Selection preserved on the treeview and the listview, 

- Few bugs fixed and other little things. 

2.2 - New cache system. MP3 Explorer will create a cache file named 

"mp3cache.mex" in each scanned address. When searching files, the program will 
begin to search the cache file, and if found it will load information from it instead 
scanning all directories. When data are modified, in one subdirectories of the 
address, you can force MP3 Explorer to rebuild the cache file with F5 key. This 
cache file could be copied on a CD. You can now read the catalog of an 640 MB 
MP3 CD in 2 or 3 seconds (that should change your life !). Further more, it's also 
working with 'My favorite addresses'. You only need to create one file for each 
address by scanning them individually. 

NB : the option Use cache file is not saved if not registered, so it must be checked 
at each startup to evaluate the software. 

- New option that enable to minimize to system tray. 

- This new glamorous readme format. 

- Few little bugs, of course ! 
2.1 Two new advanced options : 

1 - You can now define the correct shell command to use with your player. Default 
values are defined for Winamp, and works with Sonique or K-Jofol, but they can be 
changed for NAD or Soritong. 

2 - A maximum of row displayed. If you had tried to display more than 1400 files, 
the program crashed (due to a limit of the listview control). So the default value is 
1000. If you want to speed up the startup you can decrease this value. Whatever, 
you can continue to encode, or download with no fear ! 

- 2 or 3 tiny bugs. 

2.0.2 - Greatsorting improvmentthatcouldnlwaitfor2.1. 
(VC++ profiler does a good job, to find my bad job !). 

- A bug in ID3 tag saving introduced in 2.0.1 has been quickly fixed. 
2.0.1 - 1 could not understand the problem that appeared 

on some configuration at startup, so no more use of the registry, 
back to a good old INI file located in Windows directory. 

- Better exception handling. 

- Tab order modified in property box. 

- Enqueue improvement with multiple selection files. 

- and other tiny bugs fixed. 

2.0 - Display now MPEG information : 

time, bitrate, sample frequency, MPEG version, layer number 

- New options for managing columns display (show/hide, order, alignment) 

- New menu command and toolbar button to display all information or a predefined 
set of columns (related to options above). 
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- New organization by Album/Artist (new toolbar button too) 

- Multiple drives scanning can be handled now with a new variable called 'My 
favorite addresses'. You can search all paths defined in this variable by typing * in 
the address bar. 

- Secondary sorting (the previous sort order) is now saved. 

- Registration management. 

- Many user interface enhancements : credits review, icons, status bar, ... 

- Many code optimization. The previous version was quite fast, the new one goes 
really faster. 

- New command Select All (Ctrl+A) to select all files. 



1.5 Enter and Tab keys are now handled 

- New list options are available to : 

- define the Enter and Double-Click action 

- select item from any column of the row 

- left justify or center columns text 

- Redraw and sorting have been optimized 

- The sorted column is now saved between two sessions 

1.4.1 - Copy feature includes nowthe PC/DOS new line for standard text editor. 

also been fixed. (Some changes may occur in your categories ! Sorry about that) 

- Window's last position is now saved 

1.4 - New Copy feature. Be aware, this function copy only informations in text format 
and not files themself. You can now copy file informations into Word, Excel or 
whatever. 

- If your MP3 files are write-protected, you've got now a message box to indicate 
you that the operation failed. 

- Directories color changed (yellow was no such good idea) 

1 .3 - User options are now preserved between two sessions : View (Artist/Genre) 

- The five last address are saved between two sessions 

- Columns sorting order is now ascendant or descendant (Wow!) 

- Shell command problems are now reported by message boxes. 

- Few status bar enhancements 

- Directories are now represented by a folder icon (What for ? ...to put some 
yellow!) 

- This release has been compiled with the last C++ Service Pack from Microsoft - 

1.2 - Titles sorting by columns now available 

- Multiple selection works now with other players that WinAMP (but not Enqueue). 

- New Status bar 

1.1.1 - A bug due to new winampZs genre was fixed. 
1.1 -New Address bar 

- New Toolbar with hot/cold buttons 
1.0 - First release 



4. Known issues 

- !!! New !!! MP3 files encoded by latest versions of the Xing encoder with the VBR (Variable 
Bit Rate) are displayed with a wrong bitrate and also a wrong time. 

- !!! Important !!! On some platform, the address bar does not appear and 
the wonderful animate icon is on the left side of the window. Its a known 
problem reported by Microsoft due to an outdated version of the comctl32.dll. 
The version of this DLL should be 4.71 or upper. 
To get an updated version go to : 

http://support.microsoft.com/download/support/mslfiles/Com32upd.exe 

- Because players remove the ID3 tag during the play, information concerning 
the currently playing tune at scan time, is wrong. 

- The command Enqueue works only with player that support the feature 
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at the shell level. With some player as Sonique for example the Play command 
do the same as Enqueue if you select the 'Append to playlisf option. 

- (With 2.0.0 and older releases) 

On some platform in very rare cases, the program is crashing (Visual C++ 
runtime Error - abnormal program termination) at load time. Deleting all 
MP3 Explorer entries in the registry works in most cases. 
Entries are located at : HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Software\Bepo Softs 
Using regedit.exe, you can remove the entire 'Bepo Softs' directory, but 
don't touch anything else in the registry M 



5. Updates 

All updated releases can be downloaded at : 
http://ourworld.compuserve.com/homepages/pierre_levy/ 



6. FAQ 

Q1 . MP3 files dont play when I select the Play or Enqueue menu items in MP3 
Explorer. What is wrong? 

A1. Because MP3 Explorer is not an MP3 player, it sends either: 

- a single MP3 filename with a MP3 extension or 

- a file (playlist) containing a list of MP3 filenames with a M3U 
extension to an MP3 player application. 

The MP3 files are sent to the player using the Shell commands: 

- 'Play' or 

- 'Enqueue' (Note: Some players dont support 'Enqueue' eg: Sonique or 
Nad) 

If your player uses a different shell command such as 'Open' 
then your player will not receive a message from MP3 Explorer 
because MP3 Explorer will not recognize that there is a MP3 or M3U 
file associated with your player. 

Q2. Problem with multiple selections play. 

A2. Multiple selections are handle with a temporaly playlist file named '~playlst.m3u' 
in the TEMP directory. Verify 'm3u' is correctly associated to your player in the Shell. 



7. Create a link to MP3 Explorer homepage 

That's a great idea I will really appreciate ! 

To link to MP3 Explorer homepage, insert the following code in your page : 
- for a 83 x 31 banner 

<A HREF="http://ourworld. compuserve.com/homepages/pierre_levy/"> 
<IMGSRC="http://ourwo rld.compuserve.com/homepages/pierre_levy/ex plorer.gif 
WIDTH="83" HEIGHT="31" BORDER=0 > 
</A> 
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<A HREF="http://ourworld. compuserve.com/homepages/pierre_levy/'> 

<IMG SRC- 'http://ourwoNd.compuserve.com/homepages/pierre_levy/logo32.gif' 

WIDTH="32" HEIGHT="32" BORDER=0 > 



8. Uninstall 

To remove completely MP3 Explorer from your system, you should delete the following files : 

MP3 Explorer.exe 

regform.htm 
*.edf 

from where they had been extracted and in the Windows directory the file : 
MP3 Explorer.ini 

Since v2 0 1, no information is saved in the registry base, so only deleting files will leave your 
system totally clean. 

[top] 
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